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Jan. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Iraqi
Democratic Opposition Organizations
January 19, 1999

Dear lllll:
Pursuant to section 5(a) of the Iraq Liberation

Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–338; October 31,
1998), the enclosed report notifies the Congress
of Iraqi democratic opposition organizations I
intend to designate under the Act.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; Ted Stevens, chairman,
and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate
Committee on Appropriations; and C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union
January 19, 1999

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members
of Congress, honored guests, my fellow Ameri-
cans: Tonight I have the honor of reporting to
you on the State of the Union.

Let me begin by saluting the new Speaker
of the House and thanking him especially to-
night for extending an invitation to two guests
sitting in the gallery with Mrs. Hastert: Lyn
Gibson and Wenling Chestnut are the widows
of the two brave Capitol Hill police officers
who gave their lives to defend freedom’s house.

Mr. Speaker, at your swearing-in, you asked
us all to work together in a spirit of civility
and bipartisanship. Mr. Speaker, let’s do exactly
that.

Tonight I stand before you to report that
America has created the longest peacetime eco-
nomic expansion in our history with nearly 18
million new jobs, wages rising at more than
twice the rate of inflation, the highest home-
ownership in history, the smallest welfare rolls
in 30 years, and the lowest peacetime unemploy-
ment since 1957.

For the first time in three decades, the budg-
et is balanced. From a deficit of $290 billion
in 1992, we had a surplus of $70 billion last
year. And now we are on course for budget
surpluses for the next 25 years.

Thanks to the pioneering leadership of all of
you, we have the lowest violent crime rate in
a quarter century and the cleanest environment

in a quarter century. America is a strong force
for peace from Northern Ireland to Bosnia to
the Middle East.

Thanks to the leadership of Vice President
Gore, we have a Government for the informa-
tion age, once again, a Government that is a
progressive instrument of the common good—
rooted in our oldest values of opportunity, re-
sponsibility, and community; devoted to fiscal
responsibility; determined to give our people the
tools they need to make the most of their own
lives in the 21st century—a 21st century Gov-
ernment for 21st century America.

My fellow Americans, I stand before you to-
night to report that the state of our Union is
strong.

Now, America is working again. The promise
of our future is limitless. But we cannot realize
that promise if we allow the hum of our pros-
perity to lull us into complacency. How we fare
as a nation far into the 21st century depends
upon what we do as a nation today. So with
our budget surplus growing, our economy ex-
panding, our confidence rising, now is the mo-
ment for this generation to meet our historic
responsibility to the 21st century.

Our fiscal discipline gives us an unsurpassed
opportunity to address a remarkable new chal-
lenge, the aging of America. With the number
of elderly Americans set to double by 2030,
the baby boom will become a senior boom. So
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